
Information provided by the Office of Congressman A. Donald McEachin on December 5, 2017 

 
 

The panel of five judges selected the 4th Congressional District’s 2017 Congressional App Challenge winning 

submission. Members of the panel represent some of Virginia’s top educators, non-profit leaders, and 

entrepreneurs in technology and engineering. The winning app submission will represent the community at the 

federal level on display in the U.S. Capitol Building along with other honorees from across the country. 

 

(Listed in alphabetical order) 

 

Dr. Makola M. Abdullah – Abdullah is the 14th President of Virginia State University (VSU). He is a Chicago 

native and is the youngest African-American to receive a Ph.D. in engineering in the country. Dr. Abdullah earned 

his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Howard University and his Master of Science in civil engineering 

from Northwestern University. 

 

Noble Ackerson – Ackerson is a seasoned technical product leader delivering the vision, camera, and emerging 

mobile technologies from abstract concepts to final products. He led the award-winning augmented reality for the 

fitness startup, LynxFit as the product owner and co-founder. Ackerson is a member of the Alumni Board at his 

alma mater, Lynchburg College, and acts as the Publicity Chair for Ubicomp and ISWC, two top-tier tech 

conferences. He also sits on the Alumni Leadership Board for the leading online education startup, Udacity. 

 

Nicole J. Colón – Colón is the founder of Positive Solutions, as well as the co-founder and CEO of the education 

tech app, Bloombee. She has more than 20 years of experience in the education industry and is currently a 1st 

Grade teacher. Her mission is to incorporate multi-disciplinary learning techniques and holistic approaches to 

personalized learning. Bloombee is a personalized learning assistant for educators that makes it easier to 

determine their student's learning styles and multiple intelligences and offers smart recommendations to tailor the 

curriculum to create the best educational outcomes. 

 

Matt Donlon – Donlon is a local Richmond innovator, founder, and CEO of UZURV. UZURV, a reservation 

service app that allows you to “UZURV” your ride in advance, began in Richmond in 2015. Headquartered in the 

historic Hofheimer Building in Scott's Addition, the service has quickly expanded to serving 108 cities across the 

country, with around 23,000 drivers using the app. 

 

Rebecca Dovi – Dovi is the co-founder and Director of Education at CodeVA. CodeVA is a non-profit 

organization that, through advocacy, teacher training, and direct student programs, partners with schools, parents, 

and communities to bring equitable computer science education to all of Virginia's students. Ms. Dovi has taught 

high school computer science for more than 20 years. Dovi earned her B.S. in Mathematics from the College of 

William & Mary and completed extensive post-graduate coursework in computer science at Virginia Tech and 

Virginia Commonwealth University. 
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